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Property taxes became a key political issue among West Shore voters in 2026 after the 2024 
reappraisal led to much higher values. Property-tax reform solutions currently fall into two buckets: 
direct relief for residents and broader structural reforms at the state level.  There appears to be a 
consensus that reforms need to address the problem of property tax burdens on seniors and persons 
living on fixed incomes. Several reform proposals are aimed at the problems of scheduling tax 
payments and dealing with delinquencies. Many reforms are also directed at the problems of steep 
increases in property taxes due to reappraisals.  Other reforms proposals are concerned simply with 
the overall burdens and some challenge the basic concept of property taxes as the primary sources of 
school and government revenues.  
 
As a result, it became more important for the West Shore public to understand how property taxes 
were calculated, what government bodies received property taxes payments and how property taxes 
varied between Bay Village, Fairview Park, North Olmsted, Rocky River and Westlake. 

 

How Property Taxes Are Calculated 
In Cuyahoga County, the basic formula is Property tax bill = Assessed value × EƯective tax rate 

The county’s property taxes are based on three main things: property value, community tax rates, and 
HB 920/credits. In Ohio, the assessed value is generally 35% of the appraised market value, and 
millage rates are applied to that assessed value. The final bill may be aƯected by community 
assessments and credits. 

Sample Property Tax Calculation 

 
  


